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■ Never mind. Under sharp questioning by 
committee Chairman Joseph R. Biden Jr. 
(D-Del.) about statements he had made 
about the place of natural law in public af- 
fairs, Thomas dismissed these as the mus- 
ings of a “part-time political theorist He 
assured the committee he had no intention 
of using natural law as a basis for constitu- 
tional adjudication. 

He also retreated from numerous stances 
he had token as EEOC chairman, including 
derogatmry statements about Congress, 
criticisms of civil rights leaders and seem- 
ing opposition to the right of Congress to 
appoint special prosecutors. In the EEOC, 
he said, “I advocated as an advocate," while 
today, “I rule as a judge." 

■ I have no quarrel witii that. So cautious 
was Thomas in responding to questions 
about cases and legal issues that rather than 
allow himself to be pinned down, he an- 
swered positively but inconclusively. 

“^en you say you have no quarrels you 
mean that you agree with it?" asked D^^n- 
cini, a relatively sympathetic questioner 
inquiring about a provision of the Voting 
Rights Act. "Is that— is that fair to say?" 
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I, I don’t disagree with it, I don't 
iis to ^sagree with it and haven’t 
objections about it." 

, Fine," DeCondni said. “I don’t 
I luarrel with you. Judge. It’s just a 
to say, ‘Yeah, I agree.’ ’ 

, none of my business. By the count 
G. Hatch (R-Utah), the commit- 
Thoraas about his views on abor- 
. than 70 times and in a variety of 
.all of these inquiries, Thomas used 
I tactic that served Justice David H. 
his confirmation hearings last year: 
iio opinion on abortion, and talking 
‘ vould r^y undermine my ability to 
ial in those cases.” 
senators appeared to share the 
; because they accepted this stance 
Iter, they should do the same for 
I But Sen, Patrick J, Leahy (D-Vt.), 
jvowed to get to an answer to the 
said Tuesday he would go home to , 
and ptmder the testimony, 
lew I was gcung to make my ded- 
his nominatioii] on that basis, and 
his decision on how to respond," 
id. "Now FU make mine.” 
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